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affected by the physical discomforts and squalor, by
the hardships and lack of independence that we not
only dislike and despise but for which we com-
miserate with them. As evidence that they are not
harmed, the Chinese may point to the products of art
and learning that they have created.

To these arguments I would answer only this: the
Chinese are indeed to be envied and admired for such
power as they possess to find enjoyment and create
art and learning without dependence on the elaborate
and costly material paraphernalia to which the West
seems to have become enslaved. But because they
have succeeded in creating learning and art in such
conditions does not prove that they would not have
created more in others. Because they have trained
themselves, because necessity and the relentless pres-
sure of environment have forced them, through an
immense history, to find mental compensations for
the physical disutilities that they endure; because, in
fact, they have developed to the highest pitch of re-
finement and subtlety a philosophy something like
sour grapes, that does not alter the fact that, granted
any human values whatever, hunger and ruin by
flood, overcrowding and dirt that breed disease,
recurrent insecurity of family, of health, of life itself,
are evils rather than goods. That the Chinese do not
wince when they are murdered or complain when
they are drowned, does not make death by violence